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rfrHE aciivitv in flat buildinq in the city of Sydr-rey and the nearer suburbs defies a suitable

L adject ive.  There has never  at  any t ime been such lever ish bui ld inq in  the h is tory of  lhe c i ty

or the industry.
Closer in it is the bacheior and small {amilv {lat that is predominatinq' The minimum of accom-

n'ioCation in the most central position seems to be the desideratum The planninq of Jlats to meet

this demald has advanced so that it is quite astonishing to see the smali area into which the

requlred accommodar lon can be packed

Mont Cia i r ,  L iverpocl  Street ,  Svdney,  is  the la test  to  be comple ied.  I ts  prox imi iy  1o the cenl re

ol ihe city riakes it ideal for the bachelor, the business qirl and the small business family. This lact

has infiuenceci the planning. Flats are not all to the same plan. There is quite a variety within

limits, but ihe requirements o{ the class jusi enumerated have quided the lavout.

The exterior is attractive and tells at once that false economy has not been attempted. Seven

stories hlqh, vertlcality has naturaliy become the motif, but it has not been stressed unduiy.

!  O n  o p p o s i l e  p d g e :  T h e  b e n t  g l a s s  w i n d o * s  a n d  c o n c r e l e  h o o d s  g i v e , a  C o n i i n e n t a l  { e e l i n g  l o  t h e  f a g a d e .  A b o v e :  T h e

" " r i i b r l "  
i s  c a r p e i e d  o v e r  i h e  p a r q u e i  a n d  w a l l s  a r e  t e x t u r e d .
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been made of  th is  iea iu-e o i  the p lan in  the
n rov ' s i on  n f  c ra rdon  So r - r c4  o - r  ea r . h  s i ' l ^  c l  t hel y s u v  v a r

entrance. Bent giass windows and ror-rnded
corners to the brickwolk add characier to the
nrojecijno cenire haws All headers in the bncl<-
work lur ther  emphasise rh is  poinT.

A reinlorced concrete hood ovei the entrarrce
folLows the curves of the wails above it and on
plan rs a series of three sweeps. The tlvo Iloors
immediately above feature beni glass windows
in the centre. This resolves itself into a brick
fin, which runs l ike a tower riqht up the face of
rhe bui ld inq , rnd te r r : r i r rates in  a f lacJpole.

I 2  DECORAT|ON AND GLASS AUGUST,  I 938 .

f  The  s ta i r -we l l  i s  l i i  b y  i h ree  con l i nuous  pane l s  o f  g l ass
mason ry ,  The  w rough i  i r on  ba lus l r ade  i s  f i n i shed  i n  b l ack ,  r ed
and  c ream,  and  i s  a  no lab le  p i ece  o f  wo rk .

The {ront f lats on the first and second lloors
where these windows occur are the largest in
the builCinq, thus accounting Ior the extra win-
dows. The plan varies at the third floor level,
but remains the same {rom there up.

The sieei frames of the windows d.re parnted
credm and ihe concrete heads over windows
dre the same colour. A l iqht shade has been
chosen for the brickwork.

Many steps :n the brickwork lead into ihe



entrance doors, accommodated in

a recessed Porch. Panels are all

glass and the frames Queensland
maple. Push bars Proteci the qlass

panels.
The name MONT CLAiR is in

nretal leiters over the doors'
' l h e  e n t r a n c e  v e s t i b u l e  i s

soacious, with Parquet l loor and

a patterned carPet The amount of

parquet f looring in the buiidinq ls

a pleasant feature and a distinct

depariure that is certain to be re-

peaied in other structures of a

similar nature. AIl the public halls

and colriCors and every fioor

throushout the buildinq excePt

bathrooms and kltchens are Par-
quet.

Walls are textured and the Plain

ceil ing carries a large l iqhtinq fix-

ture of glass and chromium

Three broad steps IeaC uP to

lhe corridor and the reception desk

The iatter is conveniently situa.ted'

Strip l ishting at the ccrner pier is

nctable.
All door heads on the grounC

floor are circil lar and doors feature

a large single Panel. The door {ur-

niture is modern in design'

Corridor walls are textured and

the ceilLng is treated in the same

r,vay. The elevator door is maPle'

rvith ar-r ornamental panel o{ glass

There is an electrlc clocl< lmmedi-

ateiy over ihe door'
The elevator car ls Panelled in

llursh wainut veneer, with a frieze

of f luted ebonised wood The ceil-

inq is stepped uP to form a recess

for the modern l iqht f i i t inq

A Ieature has been maCe of the

stair hall l t is ht bY three Paneis

o{ "lnsulux" (Aqee) Hollow Giass

Bricks, which extend ihe fuii heiqht

of the buildinq Liqht irom here rs

diffused along the corridor on each
^ r , l ^

As well as this the stai 'rcase is

EE seven ;1".i"' hjsil-'.'1"""T'il.ui"il;",;T
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I  A b o " e ,  K i ] c h e n s  a r e  c o m p l e t e l y  f i t ] e d  w i i h  c u p b o a r d s .
R e f r i g e r a i o r s  a r e  b u i l i  i n  a n d  c o o k i n g  e q u i p m e n t  i s  e l e c t r i c a l .
A t  l e f t :  A  v i e w  s h o w i n g  l h e  l a r g e  e x p a n s e  o f  p a r q u e t  f l o o r i n g .

{urther distinguished by the wrousht jron balus-
trade, r 'r 'hlch has been treated with more indi-
viduality than usual. There is a s-s/eep on edch
fioor and, as the balusirade is contlnuous from
the ground l1oor to the roo{, there are many
lntrlcate curves in it. The top r-nember is painted
black and the remainder are picked out in cream
and red The stairs dr-o ierrdzzo.

Bachelor {lats consist of a beC-sitt ing room,

A R C H I T E C T S :  E S M O N D  B .  W I L S H I R E  &
H .  R .  H O D G E S .
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bathroom and kitchen. The lurniture is most

modern. The bed in these flats is f itted with a

cabinet at each end and bookshelves on the

table tops formed by these cabinets. There is

aiso an extra mattress in the lower portion oi

the bed. This can be drawn oui to make a guest

bed when desired.

A ]ounge and dining room in one of the larger

flats is i l lustrated. The floor is parquet, with a

ilower pattern carpet over portion of it '  Walls

are papered in an oatmeal shade and the ceiling

is quite plain as a foil for the lisht fittinq. The

minimum woodwork has been used' Skirtings

are small and picture rails and architrave have

been omitted altogether.

The lounge suite is green and beige and a

dropside table is provided lor dininq. The side-

!  The  l ounge -d in i ng  rooms  a re  t as te fu l l y  f u rn i shed '  F l oo rs

f "  
' " " r o " " t , '  

w i t h  f  l i owe r  pa f i e rn  ca rpe t s ,  and  cu r l a i ns  and

lounoe  su i i es  ha rmon i se  w i t h  t he  co lou r  scheme '

board is modern in design' Heating is by an

electric fire.

The bedroom is carpeted on the parquet and

the suite is maple. The bathroom is iiled in

green and credm and the fitt inqs are green.

F]oor ti les are buff.

The kitchen is electricallv equipped with

range, refrigerator and several smaller f itt ings'

Builfin cupboards are a leature and a break{ast

recess is also provided.

Cream wail tiles are used on the lower por'

tion of the walls and above ihe plain surfaces

are coloured ofl white. The table and fixed seats

in the breakfast recess are cream, with a dark

skirtinq. The latter is continued around all flt-

t ings and is recessed under cupboards'

Cupboards are arranged with a vielv to

minimising work, and the black handles present

a neat appearance. Windows are ample' Kit-

chens in the smaller flats are well equipped,

but without breakfast recesses.


