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Mont Clair
347 Liverpool Street, Darlinghurst Heritage Assessment

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

This Heritage Assessment report was commissioned by the Board of Directors of Mont Clair Home
Units Pty Limited on l7 May 2000. Although the building has not been served with a Fire Safety
Order from South Sydney Council, this is anticipated in the future. This report has been prepared so
that the integrity ofthe building can be maintained in the event ofthe Order proceeding.

1.2 Objectives

The primary objective of this report is to make an assessment of the significance of Mont Clair as
part ofthe environmental heritage ofthe municipality ofSouth Sydney. The report is not intended
to be a full Conservation Plan for the building and has not included policies for conservation. It
serves only to establish the significance ofthe building and important spaces within it.

1.3 Methodology

The assessment of Mont Clair has been based on findings resulting from research into the building
and its site and evaluation of the physical evidence provided by the building itself. Research was
undertaken at the State Library ofNew South Wales, City of Sydney Archives, the Land Titles Office
and South Sydney Council.

An inspection of the building was undertaken by the author of this report, Roy Lumby of Rod
Howard Heritage Conservation Pty Ltd. Art this time the nature of the building and its physical
condition were noted. An inspection ofcomparable buildings in the locality ofDarlinghurst was also
undertaken to determine the historical and aesthetic relationships of Mont Clair within that locality.

The assessment follows the general guidelines set out in J S Kerr, The Conservation P/an (National

Trust ofAustralia QllSW), third edition, 1 990), the guidelines associated with the lls tralia ICOMOS
Charter for lhe Conservation ofPlaces of Cultural Signifcance (the Buna Charter), and the NSW
Deparlment of Urban Affairs and Planning, Heritage Manual Q\ovember 1996). Historical research
was undertaken at the State Library of NSW, Land Titles Office and Kogarah Public Library.

1,4 Acknowledgments

The author thanks historian Wendy Thorp, Wayne Priddle and Peter Chadwick, Historical and
Genealogical Officer at the Land Titles Office, for their generous assistance during the preparation

ofthe report.
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2.0 DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

2.1 Early History

The land on which Mont Clair stands was once part of a land grant made to solicitor William Barker
in I 853. It also appears to have had some associations with the estate ofEdward Riley the younger,
although the exact relationship has not been fully ascertained.

However, in the early nineteenth century it is possible that the site of Mont Clair contained a
windmill. There were two timber post mills and a more substantial mill known as Clarkson's mill
in close proximity to the site: "... it is probable that the two posrmills were roughly on where
Liverpool Street now is, near Darley Street, while Clarkson's mill was a little south from this,
perhaps near the end of Darley Place which runs off Darley Street between Liverpool and Burton
Street"l. Early maps and plans of the area certainly confirm the existence of a windmill on or near
the site. Peter Lewis Bemi's copy of a Govemment chart "in the y ear 1829" shows the "New Gaol"
(commenced rn 1822) and to its north about five acres of land inscribed with the name Clarkson
above "W Long Trustee to the Estate of J Hankison". None of the streets that pass through the
locality other than South Head Road (now Oxford Street) were shown2. Bemi's 1844 Plan of the
allotments that made up the subdivision of the Riley Estate shows that Forbes and Dowling (later
Darley) Streets were in place, but that Liverpool Street only extended west as far as Bourke Street.
What is termed the "Old Mill" is shown between Dowling and Forbes Streets, in line with Liverpool
Streed. William Well's Plan of the City of Sydney from 1850 shows that Liverpool Street now
extended past Victoria Street. The site of the future Mont Clair was shown as Lot E8, and at its north
eastem comer was an allotment of land with a building indicated on it, one of the few shown in this
part of Darlinghursta.

On 16 September 1 853 one acre and twelve perches, Lot E8 on Well's Plan, was granted to solicitor
William Barker one of twenty eight parcels of land in Darlinghurst which he was granted at that
times. Barker was one of the trustees of the Riley Estate, and the grant was made as a result of a
settlement made by Charles Riley in May 1844. As a result of this settlement the government
annexed land that was not originally part ofthe Riley Estate and in some cases reformalised grants

' Len Fox, Old Sydney Windmills,p.40.

' Mitchell Library (ML) ZM2 81L181111829/i. Hankinson's name also appears on
Brownrigg's 1850 drawing of the parish of Darlinghurst (ML Z MAX 81 1.1/1850/1 Card 9).

3  ML ZMB2 81 1 .1  81  1  1 /1844/1 .

4 ML zM4 81 1 .17 gbbd/l850/1

5 LTO Register of Grants No. i 05.
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that had been made in the names of other people into the name of the Riley Estate". In December
1858 two other trustees of Edward Riley the younger's estate, James Norton and William Clarke,
sold the land on which Mont Clairwas to eventually stand to Alexander Kennedy in December 1858.
The indenture recording the change of title described the land as a portion of Block 8 of the
compensation grant to the Riley Estate, appropriated to Edward fuley the youngerT.

Riley's father, also called Edward, was of great significance in the history of Darlinghurst and its
environs. He was a merchant and pastoralist, who has been described as the "highJiving, gout-
ridden, younger brother of the more illustrious Alexander Riley"S. Riley was born in London in 1784
and as a young man travelled to Calcutta to engage in colonial trading, where he dealt with
shipments to canton and to New South Wales. He married there in 1805. On the death of his wife
in 1810 Riley was seized with deep depression and, after several visits to New South Wales and
remarriage he settled in Sydney in 1816. He rose quickly to become one of Sydney's most prominent
citizens. He was granted land and made a magistrate and by 1818 was a director of the Bank ofNew
South Wales. Riley also began what was only a partially successful attempt to reconstitute the large
estate that had been accumulated by Commissary John Palmer. Palmer had arrived in Sydney Cove
on the HMS Sirius, part of the First Fleet, in 1788 and was granted land by Govemor Grose. It
reached from Woolloomooloo Bay to present day Albion Street and from Hyde Park to Forbes Street.
Between 1794 and 1800 Palmer accumulated a large estate ofland that spread over much of what
are now Woolloomooloo and Surry Hills. He was sacked from his position as Commissary general
because ofhis support ofGovernor Bligh during the Rum Rebellion and returned to England to give
evidence at inquiries prior to this he had taken Alexander Riley into partnership. Possibly to help
protect his interests. Palmer's estate was sold off in 18 i4 to repay debts that he had accrued as a
result of his absencee.

Edward Riley's business affairs beganto fluctuate and the family moved to Woolloomooloo. During
the early 1820s he travelled into the area around Yass and Goulbum to look for grazing land.
However, fuley's unstable temperament was his undoing, and he took his own life on 21 February
1825 in the midst of a severe bout of depressionrO. His land was eventually divided amongst his
seven children after protracted litigation and two conflicting wills. His son Edward was the recipient
ofland along Liverpool Street in Darlinghurst. Edward Riley the younger died on 24 June 1840.

6 Information received from Peter Chadwick.

7 LTO Book 236 No. 60.

E Christopher Keating, Suty Hills, the city's baclEard, p.19

e Keating, pp.16-17; Freda MacDonnell, Before Kings Cross,pp'3-5.

t0 Australian Dictionary of Biography Y olume 2, pp.38l-382.
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Alexander Kermedy was a dairyman, who was already living in Liverpool Street by 1850 in a stone
house with a shingled roofl'. He occupied the land, living in a single storey stone house with three
rooms and a shingled rool He may well have run a dairy on the site, at least for a time, as there was
a cow shed at the rear of the land in the first half of the 1860sr2. There may also have been the
remains of the early windmill - a survey drawing dated 1865 shows a structure on the site with a
configuration similarto that ofthe windmill shown on earlier drawingsrr. The modest dwelling must
have formed a striking contrast with the substantial rows ofthree storey terrace houses that rose to
the west and east ofwhat was largely undeveloped land. Kennedy kept the land for many years until
selling it to an architect, John Edward Kemp, at the end of I 881 '4, and appears to have remained as
a tenant for the next couple ofyears. Kemp practiced in Sydney from 1890 to around 19i2. By 1883
or 1884 Kennedy was no longer living on the site, and Kemp had the simple house demolished about
this time - there are no buildings shown on the site on a plan ofthe area prepared by the Department
ofLands in 188515. John Kemp died on 17 February 1915 and left his property to his children. His
son Charles purchased the still vacant land in Liverpool Street in 191816. Charles Kemp mortgaged
the land several times between 1918 and 1928. The last mortgagee was Emest Claude Hamilton.
Kemp died in 1930 or 1931 without the mortgage having been discharged, so in July 1934 Hamilton
was given the power to enter into possession of the land and sell itr7.

2.2 Mont Clair

At the end of 1936 the site was purchased from Hamilton by Nathaniel Freeman. Freeman was the
managing director of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pty Ltd from 1925, and during the early 1940s was
president of the Motion Picture Distributors Association and a member of the Department of
Information's National Film Councilr8.

t1 City of Sydney Rate Books.

't Ibid.

'' City of Sydney Archive - Trigonometric Survey 1865.

ra Land Titles Office (LTO) Book 236 No. 61.

tt ML ZM SER 4 811.17l1 Sydney section I1, 1885. The entry for 347 Liverpool Street in
the 1883 City of Sydney Rate Book has the notation "pulled down" after a description of the
house.

'6 LTO Book 1i36 No. 832.

17 LTo Book 1500 No. 161.

tt Who's lYho in Australia, 11'h edition, p.278. Freeman held the position of managing
director of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pty Ltd until 1966.
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In February 1 93 7 title to the land was transfened to the Investments Company of Australia Limited.
The following November it was mortgaged to the National Bank of Australasiale. An application for
a new building was lodged with the Council ofthe City of Sydney by building contractors S D C
Kennedy and Bird and approval was granted on 18 August 193720. The mortgage was discharged on
19 November 1938 and five days later the property was mortgaged to the National Mutual Life
Associat ion of  Australasia Limited2r.

It was designed by the architectural firm of Esmond B Wilshire & Hodges. Relatively little is known
about this practice, although Esmond Wilshire was a sole practitioner in Sydney from about 1920
onwards, and the partnership appears to have been formed after the depression began to ease, around
1934 22. During the 1930s the partnership designed a diverse range ofbuildings including Lessey's
Garage in Riley Street, East Sydney (1934) and the Ophthalmic Hospital in Commonwealth Street.
Sydney (1940)'?3. At the time that Mont Clair was designed in 1937 the practice was involved in
alterations to St James Flats in Stanley Street, Sydney, additions to aresidence at Randwick, erection
ofa ballroom and alterations to the adjacent residence at Wahroonga, a new hanger for De Havilland
Aircraft at Kingsford Smith airport, renovations to "premises" at Bondi, alterations to Sutherland
Council Chambers. and the North Cronulla Surf Life Saving Club'za.

Documentation prepared in the office of Wilshire & Hodges was completed by the beginning of June
1937. The building consisted of a ground floor and six upper levels. Planning on all levels was
organised around a central corridor, and because of its location on a relatively narrow site in the
middle ofthe block two light courts each on the eastern and westem sides ofthe building provided

light and air to apartments. When the building was completed there were palm trees and flagstones
at their bases25 Wilshire & Hodges' documents described the layout of Mont Clair as follows. On
the ground floor a small porch off Liverpool Street ied into a spacious vestibule, on either side of
which was a bachelor flat containing a bed sitting room, kitchen and bathroom. In the middle of the
buildins there was a one bedroom flat to the east ofthe corridor and a bachelor flat and boiler room

't LTO Volume 4808 Folio 45. Rate books held at the City ofSydney archive confirm the
ownership of the Investment Company of Australia, which is nominated in the rate books for
1942,1947 and 1950.

20 City of Sydney Archrve.

t' LTO Volume 4808 Folio 45.

22 Sands Sydney and suburban directory, 1921 to 1932133 editions.

23 Glass, l December 1934, p.57; Building,24 March 1941, pp.32-33.

2a The Sydney Morning Herald, 16 March 1937 , 11 May 1937 , 18 May 1937 ,25 May
1937, 29 June 1 93 7; Buil ding, 24 November 1937, p.43.

25 "The Modem Flat", Butlding,24 August 1938,p.25



Mont Clair
347 Liverpool Street, Darlinghurst Heritage Assessment

to its west. A store room was located at the southern end of the building. An open stair was located
adjacent to the north eastem light court with a lift opposite, against the north westem light court. An
escape stair was located in the south western light court. There were seven flats on the first and
second floors - three bachelor flats at the northen end, one bedroom flats in the middle and two
bachelor flats at the southern end. However, a review ofthe completed building described the flats
on the northem side of the building on these levels as the iargest in the building (a claim that
conflicts with what was actually built)26. The third, fourth and fifth floors contained six flats each.
These comprised two one bedroom flats at the northem end and inthe middle, and two bachelor flats
at the southern end ofthe building. The sixth floor was similar except that there was a two bedroom
flat and a bachelor flat at the northern end ofthe building. There were two laundries and a drying
area in the middle of the building and a"roofgarden" on its northen side at rooflevel2T.

Mont Clairwas favourably received upon completion in the architectural press. The Liverpool Street
facade was described as "clear cut, modern, efficient and attractive, and the architects have been
particularly successful in their handling ofthe colours and textures, the main brickwork being ofa
russet biscuit tone, which is a relief from the more generally accepted colouring". For the time the
building was well equipped, indicating the standard that was expected in flats located in this part of
Sydney: "As is almost mandatory inthe modem flat of 193 8, each unit is provided with refrigeration,
hot water service and refuse destructor, while each flat is similarly served with direct inter-house
communication with the manager's office and telephone, controlled by the general switchboard
operator. The kitchens and bathrooms are attractively appointed, with electric stoves ... and all other
conveniences"2s.

) 7 , Context

During the 1920s there was a boom in flat construction throughout metropolitan Sydney. In this
decade the local govemment area with the largest number of blocks of flats was the City of
Sydney2e, which included residential precincts such as Potts Point, Elizabeth Bay, Kings Cross and
Darlinghurst. Although the depression largely halted building activity in Sydney, after it began to
ease there was another burst of building activity which lasted until the early years of World War II.

The construction of Mont Clair took place at a time when the building of flats in Potts Point,
Elizabeth Bay, Kings Cross and Darlinghurst was being consolidated after the effects of the
depression were easing. It was observed that "The activity in flat building in the City of Sydney and

26 "On Continental Lines: "Mont Clair" Darlinghurst", Decordtion and Glass, A,tgust
1938, p.r2.

2' City of Sydney fuchive

28 "The Modem Flat", p.25

2e Richard Cardew, "Flats in Sydney: the thirty per cent solution?" in Jill Roe (editor)
Twentieth Century Sydney: Studies in urban and social history, pp.73-74.
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the nearer suburbs defies a suitable adjective. There has never at any time been such feverish
building in the history ofthe city or the industry ... Closer in it is the bachelor and small family flat
that is predominating. The minimum of accommodation in the most central position seems to be the
desideratum"lo.

There were anumber of other prominent blocks of flats in the immediate locality of Mont Clair that
were constructed during the interwar period. They include Hillcrest at 1 14 Burton Street which was
built in the second halfofthe 1920s, the pair ofbuildings at 5 Darley Street known as Ballina and
built circa 1935 and Portree aI2ADa ey Street which was constructed in the late interwar or post
war era. Within a broader compass there are a number of distinctive interwar blocks of flats in
Darlinghurst and the neighbourhood ofTaylor Square. These include Belgenny at 389-393 Bourke
Street ( 193 8), the building formerly known as Kingsgate at 397-403 Bourke Street(193'7), Claridge
at the comer ofFlinders and Taylor Streets (1941) Camden at the corner of Campbell and Denham
Streets (circa 1935) and Royal Cou;rt a1227 Crown Street (circa 1935).

2.4 Subsequent History of Mont Clair

it is understood that Mont Clair was initially operated as serviced apartments. During World War
II the building was taken over for use by American servicemen and then reverted back to serviced
apartments after they had vacated it, and the north westem apartment on the ground floor was
occupied by a resident concierge for many years 3r.

According to records held at the City ofSydney Archive and South Sydney Council, there have been
remarkably few alterations made to Mont Clair. In 1945 a timber stair was replaced with concrete
stair, probably the fire escape on the lvestern side ofthe building, and in 195 8 minor modifications
were made to the roof. No other alterations have been recorded.

The mortgage to the National Mutual Life Association of Australasia Limited was discharged in
January 1959. The following August title was transferred from the Investment Company ofAustralia
to Manufacturers Mutual Insurance Custodian Trustees (Canberra) Limited and then in November
1959 to Mont Clair Home Units Pty Limited32. This suggests that the building was at the point of
changing from a situation of rental accommodation to owner occupancy. In the same month the Bill
to introduce legislation facilitating ownership of flats, the Conveyancc (Strata Titles) Act, was
introduced into the New South Wales Legislative Assembly. The legislation was passed in March
19613r. There is no record ofalterations to the building held at the City ofSydney or South Sydney

30 "On Continental Lines...". o.1 1.

3r Oral information received from the late Violet Cowlev and confirmed bv Florence
Bames. Both were residents of Mont Clair.

32 LTO Volume 4808 folio 45

33 Cardew, p.79.
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Council since that time, although the interiors of a number of apartments have been modified in the
i past forty years.

Mont Clair has become known to an international audience through its description in a book on the
'r world's Art Deco architecture. It was only one ofa few buildings to have been so honoured: "... In

, Australia, the nineteen-thirties Mont St. Clair [sic] Flats, in Sydney's Darlinghurst sectiorl

this building, too, was akin to the sleek structures of Miami Beach Deco"3a

I

I 3o Patricia Bayer, Art Deco Architecture, p.81.
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Detail of Well's 1850 Plan of the City of Sydney. The site of Mont Clair was part of Lot E8
(ML ZM4 8 1 1. 1 7 gbbd/i 8s0i 1 ).
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Clarkson's Mill was depicted in early sketches and drawings. The 'Long Panorama from
Ellerslie' (above) is dated about 1835. Clarkson's Mill is in the middle. The Mill also
appeared in this view of Darlinghurst in 1854 (below). (ML Small Picture File; top
illustration reproduced in Fox. p.41).

12
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Portion of the Trigonometric Survey of 1865. The building near Liverpool Street that is
splayed may have been a parl of Clarkson's Mill (City of Sydney Archive).

t4



Mont Clair
347 Liverpool Street, Darlinghurst Heritaee Assessment

: l

,  . . - - - - .  i  ;
I

6 .

7.

t
E i r  l :

l E l r :

L

-)

3
.l

Er

a

I

--)

I

!

J

i

,a

The site of Mont Clair in 1885. All the buildings on the site had been demolished by the time
this plan was drar','n (ML ZM SER4 811.1711 - Department of lands Metropolitan Detail
Series, Sydney section I1).

t ? /

i n
i n
l r

- : F
- l  

a
I

I J



Mont Clair
347 Liverpool Street, Darlinghurst Heritage Assessment

I  M r a o v . o  r u x .  ! ! .  b

I  i  1 . - " "  - -  . ^

.ii 
-l ^..:li-" i"fJ ,".. *r-- /-- y'"7

Y..n r- | | |
'. i .l ' t,i: ' ,t, -:. :

;';i$tiiL.^,.*fijil;:
;:';.;:.llt i"?:.:ifr;.jf - *-;;:i
[: ;llj:].1':.j:''11.. . E }Fd d ;'il}1:{l5:.r,'#riilHilr
[*[fl-ffi Hs."#,j'""i:r;i!

L ?

Esmond B Wilshire and Hodges' drawing of the Liverpool Street facade, 1937 (City of
Sydney Archive).
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Esmond B Wilshire and Hodges' drawing of the ground floor plan, 1937 (City of Sydney
Archive).
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Esmond B Wilshire and Hodges' drawing of the first and second floor plans, 193 7 (City of
Sydney Archive).
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Esmond B wilshire and Hodges' drawing of the plans of the third, fourlh and fifth floors,
1937 (Crty of Sydney Archive).
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Esmond B Wilshire and Hodges' drarving of the sixth floor plan, 1937 (CiIy of Sydney
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Esmond B Wilshire and Hodges' drawing of the roof plan, 1937 (City of Sydney Archive).
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The facade of Mont Clair as it appeared after the building was completed (Building, 24
August 1938, p.24).
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The main entrance to the br-rilding, 193 8. It appears very much the same today (Building,24
August i 938, p.27).
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3.0 PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

Mont Clair was inspected by Roy Lumby on June 2000. Internally the inspection was restricted to
public areas, the roof and service areas at gror.rnd floor level. These spaces are remarkably
unchanged and are in good condition, evidence ofthe building having been well maintained for
many years. No flats were inspected, although it is known that a number have been modified by
means of remodeled kitchens and bathrooms.

3.1 Exterior

The exterior ofthe building, most particularly the Liverpool Street facade, is a fine example ofwhat
has become known as the Inter War Functionalist style. It reflects the absorption of the aesthetics,
ifnot the philosophy, ofrnodern European architecture ofthe 1920s and early 193 0s. The ltrst local
essays in the style appeared in this country around 1935. The style is characterised by simple
geometric shapes, light colours, large areas ofglass and horizontal bands offenestration. Windows
were commonly metal framed and protected by shallow cantilevered canopies or hoods. Surfaces
tended to be plain, whether of brick or cement render, and horizontal elements were balanced by
vertical elements. Decoration consisted of parallel linear motifs and more florid elements derived
from the Inter War Art Deco style35. The style remained popular into the post war era.

The facade is remarkably intact and appears very much the same as in early photographs. The only
apparent alteration that has taken place is the ren.roval ofthe flagpole that was mounted on the central
brick finial, although the brackets that secured it are still in place. Glazing in the curved windows
on either side ofthe main entrance has been replaced rvitl.r perspex due to breakages in the past and
the unavailability ofbent glass at that time, but this is not imnediately apparent to the passer-by.

Alterations to the building have takel place along the eastern and western sides. The original steel
framed windows have been replaced by alurninium franed sashes in numerous locations within the
light wells and sides. A large area ofcement render, rising through several levels of the building, has
been applied to the western wall within the north westem light court.

The northern part ofthe roofhas been covered with paviors in relatively recent times. It appears that
this parl ofthe roofwas not used for many years and has only reverted to recreational use in recent
years. The brickwork ofutility structures adjacent to the paved area has been painted. Elsewhere at
roof level early, if not original, clothes lines are still in place. The corrugated fibro sheeting that
originally covered pafts ofthe building l.ras been replaced with corrugated iron.

15 Richard Apperly, Robefi Irving and Peter Reynolds, A Pictorial Gttide to ldentifying
Australian Architecture, pp. 1 84- 1 87.

25
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3.2 Interior

Thepubl icandcirculat ionspaceswithinMontClairareremarkablyintactandhavebeenwel l
maintained.

maintained.

rhe storeroom and boiler room on the ground floo'-"-r:^Tll.T*it 
T,f i:i::;::Hitll;T::* 

tn"

u"irii.g;t i""i"erator and coal bunkers that were assocrat(

echanism'

r  wal ls and below cornices
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D -, i

Modifications on the exterior of the building chiefly relate to the replacement ofearly steel
window sashes with aluminium framed sashes on the eastem and western sides.

21
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The vestibule remains very much the same as when the building was competed ( Btildiry,
24 August 1938,p.26).

28
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Original and distinctive light fixtures in public spaces on the ground floor have beenretained.

3 0



Mont Clair
347 Liverpool Street, Darlinghurst Heritage Assessment

The original lift car and doors are in good condition and have not been greatly modified,
apart from the installation of a selfclosing mechanism to the doors.

i i



Mont CIair
347 Liverpool Street, Darlinghurst Heritage Assessment

Corridors to flats on the gror.rnd floor (Lefi) and uppel levels (right) have retained much of

their early character and detailing. The spaces are related to eacl.r other vertically by the stair

rvell that rises through the building.

3 2



Mont Clair
347 Liverpool Street, Darlinghurst Heritage Assessment

Intact original fabric within the public areas of Mont clair includes door joinery, serveries

and hardware to individual flats (left) and the desk and telephone switchboard in the former

concierge's office adjacent to the ground floor vestibule.
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Mont Clair
3 47 Liverpool Street, Darlinghurst Heritage Assessment

4.0 ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Heritage office publication I1e ritage Assessmenls Qrlovember I 996) sets out four broad criteria
for the assessment of an item's heritage significance. These are defined in the following terms:

. Criterion 1 - Historical Significance (evolution and association).

An item having this value is significant because of the importance of its association with, or
position in the evolving pattern of our cultural history.

. Criterion 2 - Aesthetic Significance (scenic/architectural qualities/creative accomplishment).

An item having this value is significant because it demonstrates positive visual or sensory appeal,
landmark qualities and/or creative or technical excellence'

. Criterion 3 - Technical,/Research Significance (archaeological, industrial, educational, research
potential and scientific significance values)

Items having this value are significant because of their contribution or potential contribution to

- 
an understanding ofour cultural history or environment.

. Criterion 4 - Social Significance (contemporary community esteem)

Items having this value are significant through their social, spiritual or cultural association with
a recognisable community.

There are also two criteria used to assess the degree of significance:

Criterion A - Representativeness

Items having this value are significant because they are fine representative examples of an

important class of significant items or envitonments.

. Criterion B - RaritY

An item having this value is significant because it represents a rare, endangered or unusual aspect

ofour history or cultural environmentr6.

36 Heritage Assassments. pp.4-5.
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Mont Clair
347 Liverpool Street, Darlinghurst Heritase Assessment

4.1 HistoricalSisnificance

. The site of Mont Clair has some links with the Riley estate, its subdivision and sale. However,
these are relatively late and are common to many sites in the locality.

. The site of Mont Clair is possibly associated with Clarkson's Mill, an early windmill located at
Darlinghurst.

. The site may have some historical significance because of its apparent use as a dairy during the
second half of the nineteenth century.

. Mont Clair has a minor association with Nathaniel Freeman, a relatively prominent Sydney
business man form the middle of the twentieth century. However, his connections with the site
were extremely brief and this association is considered to be tenuous.

. Mont Clair provides evidence of the consolidation of flats and population density in the atea
around Darlinghurst and the demography of people who lived in the area in the middle of the
twentieth century.

4.2 AestheticSignificance

. Mont Clair is a fine and representative example of the work of architects Wilshire and Hodges,

_ which produced a relatively large body ofwork during the 1930s.

. Mont Clair is a good example of the Interwar Functionalist style applied to an apartment building,
which is a relatively uncommon occurrence in Darlinghurst. The closest aesthetic equivalent to
Mont Clair in the area of Darlinghurst, Kings Cross and Elizabeth Bay is Wroxton at 22 Roslyn
Gardens Elizabeth Bay, designed by architect Dudley Ward and completed in 1937 '

. Mont Clair has significance because it has retained original public spaces and fabric in an intact
and well maintained condition.

. The building is a prominent visual landmark on Liverpool Street, especially when viewed from
the west.

4.3 Technical/ResearchSignificance

. Intact fabric such as the incinerator and switchboard may contribute to Mont Clair demonstrating
technical significance.

.I t ispossible,althoughperhapsunlikely,thattracesofClarkson'sMil landotherearlyusesofthe
site may still exist beneath the building.

3 5



Mont Clair
347 Liverpool Street, Darlinghurst Heritage Assessment

4.4 Social Significance

. Mont Clair is not considered to have social significance. It does not appear to have social,

_ spiritual or cultural associations with a recognisable present day community.

4.5 Statement of Cultural Significance

Mont Clair is a very good representative example of an Inter war Functionalist apartmeqt block with
an accomplished facade, which has retained a great deal of its original layout and fabric in public

_- areas. It is a good example ofthe architectural practice ofWilshire and Hodges, which designed a
relatively large number of buildings throughout Sydney during the 1930s. The building has some
historical significance as evidence ofthe consolidation offlat construction in the locality during the
1930s. It is a prominent visual landmark in this part of Darlinghurst.

4.6 Heritage Listings

The significance of Mont Clair has been acknowledged by several groups and organisations:

. It is listed as a heritage item by South Sydney City Council;

. It is included in the Royal Australian Institute ofArchitects (NSW Chapter) egister ofTwentieth
Century Buildings of Significance;

. It is included as an item in the Art Deco Building Inventory, complied by the Art Deco Society
of NSW;

. It is included as an item in the Inventory of ltems, compiled by the Twentieth Century Heritage
Society of NSW.

3 6



Mont Clair
347 Liverpool Street, Darlinghurst Heritage Assessment
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Augusr  14 ,  1915. D U I L D I t . T - G

Fla tThe Modern
The risc of the f lat brLi iding i l r

nodcrn cincs i ;  nrorc thi iLr a plss-
ing phase-ir is l  soci l l  ch;r lgc, aud
lDav bc obscrvei l  in dif fereur forms
alI over thc t 'or]d. In Elgland rvc f ind
great blocks ol f lars bcing erccted in fashion,
,hle qu.rrrer.,  rvh le l  th- '  nror,:  [ruqal ale.ts
huge } iousrn{ schcmcs aLe being bui l t  to cope
with the demand of thc evcryday naLr for ade-
quate housinq accommodation. On the Con'
t ineot . ' ' . ,c l ind similar condit ions prevai l ing,
rvhi le in Ancrica the enormous apartmelt
h , ' r r ses  h . v '  l . c i n  . '  i i . ' n r r ' -  o f  r l r -  n r . ; o r  c i t i c s
since thc War

Con r r r rq  h . t - k  t u  ou r_  " \ ! 11  rn . . t l t f y .  i t  i s
also interesting to observe the cl i l {crerl t  man'
ner in rvhrch the f lar problern is approached
in Sydney ancl Melbourne. In Sydney, the
teuclency in thc rccognisccl f l i l t  areN is to erect
mult i ,storied l . locks, conplere rvith elevators
and aLl nodern cor-rvert iences. Land values,
clifliculr sites irrd a desile for the vierv of the
harbour, atc no dlr, .rbt important inf luencir-rg
factors

Io Mell-nrrrne, on the other hand, rve f ind
the question approached in a somervhar dif '
f e r c r r r  l . t sh i  n .  t  ' c  h l o ( ks  sc l . l on r  1 ' c i r ' 1  more
than tq'o storcts in hcight, ancl stretched
hori:olrtal ly rather rhan vert ic;r l ly. Elsewhere
in this issue \\ ' .  i l lustrxlc "Dcrrby Dale,"
,,vhich na!' be trkerl as a g,rocl crilmple oI

the Vlctoriarr interl)retat iol l  crf  thc f lat (An-

othcr attr i l . r ive eslnrple rvls fcaiLlrecl as the

frontisl) iecc irr rhc July rss,-rc of 
' -BuiTcl inq"

maqazinc). Thcrc is r.rrrcloul-, tcdl1'  nlucl l  to

r_cco,trr 'ncn.1 sLrch strr. lctr- l f  L's as "Dcrl l .y Dale,"

rvhich in aclr l i t ion to lTrovrcl ing al l  the laci l i -

t ics of thc f l , tr .  l . r '  Lrct lo citsl  in lr  clontcstrc

nrould lncl sulr,r lncl.-d L,y splcir l-rs qlrclcr ls,

lcnd to conrlr inr '  rhc lnrcnit ics oi both f lar

ancl hotrs.-.  Suclt  Irrrr l . ,rsi trons. lrrr ' . ' ,cru:r-- i rr

th,,- croNcltcl  rrrrrs rr i  DaLlir t{h,-rL.t .  EclgclrR

antl  WoollrhrL, r.  ,r ' . r1,1 ,r, t  cl ,rrrht l 'c inst irs

incongLuo,-rs rs rvorrkl th.- strLlatLlrcs i l lLlslr l tc! l

hclh, i th in lhi  s.t t i r lg oi "Dcn1.y Dalc."

"Nlont Clair," Liverpool Strect, Sydnev.

A j  chitccls: Esrl i ,nd B WiLshir.- ancl Hodgc

Brri lJt-rsr S D C Kl 'rrnetly U Bif( l  Llcl

"Mt>Ltt CIair" is si t tr l tccl i r l  Livcrpool

Strcct, Dltr l inghurst, orl  thc trrp of thc rrclgc,

r.r,crc j t  cornnlncls niagni6ccnt vicrvs of Firrn

Cove and thc hart our gerr! ' ral l) '  Thc dcstgn

of thc f lcadc is clclr c '-rt .  rroclcr:n, cl l icrcrl t

2 5

O
. 'MONT CLAIR. AND ..BELGE61.yy... Ta,o Neru O Lrtstallr l rr ' lg S_rdrrey Errnrples.

aLrd attracrivc, arcl thc irrchirecrs have becn
pirrticullr ly successfcrl in their handlrng of
tirc colours and texlr-rrcs. rhe main bricku,ork
beirg of a russet bisclri l  tone, whrch is a
relicf from thc n1ore gencrally lccel)ted colour,
ing .  A  d .n ' i r r l r in r  fc :L rurc  o f  thc  des ign  is  the
curvccl canLilever concrete a',vning, r.vhich co,
vers the ertltanca

The building comprises scven floors, and is
d:.igrrcd irr thr. 'c irr r.r 'eonnecring hlocks, the
intrrnal f lats being l it froni spacious l ight
corLrts, thc bases of which are attractively
rri.rted with pLlnrs and fl.rgstoning The rerr
of the premrses is served by a lane from
For|,es Street. from which the rvhole building
is serviced, thus eliminating the undesirable
presence of trades people in the public sec'
i ions  o f  rhe  bu i ld ins .  a  I ' roh lem wh ich  a l '
ways presents dilficulties on less convenienl
sltes.
'fhe Fhtts and theit EquiFnent.

Each lloor contairs seven flars. rarrging
from the bachelor type ivrth bed'sitt ing room,
bathroom and kitchen. to the larger units
comprisirrq trvo bedrooms, l iving roonr, bath'
room and kitcher-r. As is almost nandatory in
the  modern  f laL  o f  1918,  each un i t  i s  p ro '
vided with refriger.rrion, hot water sctvice
and refuse destr.rctor, while each flat is simi-

a moclerrr elcvator
The follorvir-rg sLLb'colltr lctors were con'

nectecl u,ith thJ work: Refrigcration. $/ar'
b,.rrton Friruki Ltcl.; It lcirleri lr iort, Mallcys Ltd;
Roo6ng. Jrnes HarcLic U Co Pty. Ltcl and
I'a bco 

' 
Procl,,rc ts Lrcl., Stcel rvinclon's, Aquila

SrceL Co. Pt)'. Ltd ; EIcctIic stoves, Brit ish
GcncriLl Elcctric Co. Ltcl r Wall t i l ing, Zieman
Parkcr: L? Clraharr Pt)'. Ltd ; Sanitar 1'r 'vare,
Metters Ltcl.; Flush valves ancl f itt ings, Johrr
Danks U Son Pty. LtcL ; Fibrous plasber,

Bun,,oocl €ihrous Plaster- Co ; Gla:ing, F G
Q'Bricn Pty. Ltd.; Glass bricks' Austr:rl iarr
Winclorv Girss Pty. Ltcl.; ELevrtor, Waygood
Ot is .

(Conrinuccl overleaf)



2 8 B U I L D I N G August  24 ,  1938.

..MONT CLAIR," 347 LIVERPOOL STREET, DARLINGHURS'I, SYDNEY'

Architects: Esmond B. Wilshire & Hodges. Builders: S D C' Kennedv 8< Bird Ltd

A TYPical  Louuge Room and Ki tchen'
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lDn\ lRll- ll N,C lH IU IRSII

HE aciivity in i lai buildinq in ihe city o{ Sydr.rey and the nearer suburbs defies a suitable

ao)ac ' rvp .  TFere  Las  .  aver  a r  anr  I r ' r -p  oaen s .ch  1 :ve t rsh  bur ld ing  in  ihe  h ts to ry  o l  lhe  c - ly

or the lndusiry.
Closer in i l  is the bachelor and small lamily I lai that is predominatino The minimum ol accom

'  o  lo l .on ' , .  rhe  ros  - -n t ra l  pos  ion  se6ms ro  be  h^  desLde-a-u1  J [^  p lann ino  o '  ' ]a 's  lo  n  ee t

this derrand has advanced so thdl i l  is quite dsfonishing io see the small area into which the
-eqL, roo accommooo:ion .o! be packod.

Mont Ciair, Liverpocl Street, Sydney, is ihe lalesi to be completed lts proximity to lhe centre

ol lhe cily makes it iCeal for the bachelor, lhe busjness qirl and ihe small business lamr)y. Thls lact

has influenceci the planninq Flats are not dll to the same plan. There is quiie d varietY within

limits, but the requrrements of the class jusi enlLmeraied have quided the lavout

The exierior is attractive and iells al once thdt false economy has noi been attempled. Seven

stories high, verlicallty has naturally become ihe moiif, bui it has not been siressed unduly

I  O r  o p p o s i t e  p a g e :  T h e  b e n i  9  a s s  v i n d o w s  a n d  c o n c r e l e  h o o d s  9 l ' e  a  C o n t i n e n r a l  { e e l l n s  f o  i h e  I a e a d e .  A b o " " ,  T h e
v e s t i b u l e  i '  c a r P e l e d  o v e r  t h e  P d r q u e t  a n d  w a l l s  a r e  + e r t u r e d .

I ,  D L C O R A T  O N  A N D  G L A S 5 ,  A J C I J S T ,  I O ] 8 .



The Jlankinq bays are recessed and use has
been made o l  rh is  l :e :u .e  o l  .he  p  

" r  
'  rhe

prov is .on  o [  gorden spdce on  ec^h  s  Je  o [  rhe
entrance. Bent glass -windcws and rounded
corners to the brickvrork add character tc the
pro jec l , ' l q  cen  re  be l -s  A l  h . ro - rs  ln  rne  orLc ' -
work {urther emphasise this point

A  'e i - fo rced concre te  h .od  ove :  lhe  er , r ra rce
follows the curves of the wails atrove i l and on
^ 1 . .  . .  a  . - -  ^ "  / ,  I . a 6  c \ . , 5 6 . c  T n e  l w o t i o o r s

immedlaiely above feature bent glass windows
in the centre. This resolves itself into a brick
Ln.  whrch  ru rs  l i , re  o  tower  r rghr  up  he  rac-  o l
lhe br-ri ldinq and lerminates in a l lagpole.

] 2  D E C O R A T O N  A N D  G L A S S  A U 6 U S T ,  9 3 8 ,

f  The sta;rwel l  is  l i r  by rh,ee conl inuous panels oI  e lass
masonry.  The w,ought i ,on balustrade is  f in ished in h lack,  red
a n d  c , e d m ,  a n d  i s  a  n o t a b l e  p i e c e  o {  w o r k .

The front f lats on the {irst anC second lloors
where these windows occur are the largesi in
the buildinq, thus accounting for ihe extra win-
dows The p lon  var ies  a t  the  lh i rd  l -oo :  leve l ,
but remains the same from there up.

The sieel lrames of the windows dre painled
cream and lhe concrete heads over windows
are the same colour. A l iqht shade has been
chosen for the brickwork.

Many sleps :n the brickwork lead inlc ihe



entrence doors, dcccmmoddted rn

d recessed Porch. Pdnels dre all

gldss and the frames Queenslanci

maple Push bars Protect the gLass

panels.
T h e  n : r e  M O N T  C l  A I R  r s  : -

nreial letiers over the doors

_ - h o  o n  l r a  n  ̂ e  r e s t t b r  e  i s

sDdcious, with Pdrquet f lcor and

a pdtierned carPei The amount ol

parquet l looring rn the buildins is

a pleasdni feaLure and d disiinct

depariure that is certain 10 be re-

peated in cther structl lres ol a

similar nature All the public haLis

ald corriCors and every fLoor

throushout the buildinq except

baihrooms and kitchens are Par

Walls are textured dnd the Plaln

ceil ing carries a ldrge l ightinq tjx

ture of glass and chrcmium

Three broad stePs lead uP to

the corridor and the reception desk

The latter is conveniently siluated

Strip l iqhtins at Lhe ccrner pLer rs

nctable.
AIL door heads on the ground

ilcor are circular and doors leature

a large single Panel The door tur

nilrLre is modern in cLesiqn

Corridor walls aie textured and

lL le  . . i  n l  . s  - roar -d  in  rhe  sane

.,vay The elevator door is maPLe'

\\rith arl olnarnenlal panel ol glass

There is an electric clocl< immedi-

dtely ovea tne ooor
The elevator car is Parelled 1n

lj.rsh wajnut veneel' wllh a It leze

ol f lr,r leci ebonised wcod The ceil

irg is stepped uP to lotm a recess

for the nodern l ishl l i l t inq'

A lealr,rre has beeq rnaCe ol the

. t o . t  f l i r '  
: -  , S  ,  :  J  

_ n ' e 6  p o n C l S

oi "lns,-rlux' (Agee) Hollc',v Glass

Bricks, which extend ihe iull heiqhl

cf the building Liqhl Iron here is

difi,,rsed aLong the corrlcLor on eacn

slqe.

As weli as this lhe sidircdse ]s

E E  5 e , c .  $ " ' e  \ ' e l -  ' \ "  b u ' d : n 9  i s  m o d e - r

i i  " " - . " 0  
. "  . . d  o e s ; e r e J  o r  C r c r i r " "  r l

i i " * .  i i i  . " " t , " t  t o * e r l e a t u r e  a d d s  h e i q h t

Ll DECoRATION ^uo 
"r , f t r3rr-  n, ,
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E Above: Ki lchens d,e completely f i t ted y i i l  cupboa,d5.
Refr igeralors are bui l t  in  a id coo[ in9 equ;pmenl  is  e lect . ical .
A+ lef t :  A v iew 3howi ig the large erpanse of  pdrquet f loor in9.

Iurther distinguished bv the wrought iron balus
trade, which has been treated with more indi
v -d  la l i ' y  than usua l .  lhere  rs  d  sweep o-  each
Iloor and, as the balusirade is coniinuous from
the ground lloor lo the roof, there are mdny
in  f i ca te  curves  i r  i r .  The-op me. : rbo .  rs  pa .n led
black and the remainder are picked oui in cream
and red The stairs are terrazzc

Bec]  e lo r  l lo rs  cons is i  o t  a  b^ - l  s i . t  I  g  room,

ARCHITECTS:  ESMOND 8 .  WILSHIRE &
H.  R .  HODGES,

EUILDERs :  S .  D ,  C .  KENNEDY &  B IRD PTY.  LTD,
f . r  . - J p  E  o o o r t  n ^ ' - . o o o o - r , . A J - -  D ,  -  D

t N r  \ , r q r -  o \  v c - - 1 , \  T L
P A R Q L J E T R Y  F L O O R  N G  G E O R G E  t s U D S O N  P i Y  L T D

W R O ! G N T  R O N  R A I L I N C S  \ !  J  T H O V P S O I I  P i Y  L T O
SiEEL F iAMED w NoO\ , ! 'S :  AOU LA s IEEL CO PTI  LTo

8 i , ] I L D E R S  H A R O W A R E '  B R O O M F  E L O 5  L T D
F L U 5 t s  N G  ! A L V E S  &  F ] T T  N G 5  J O i ] N  O , \ N K S  &  S O N

PTY LTO
M E I A L  L E T T E R S  \ ' U N D E R L  C I I  L T D

G L A Z I N G  F R A N (  G  Q  B R i E N  P T Y  L T D.  ] N 5 U L L ] X '  ( A G E E )  N O L L O W  G i A S S  B R  C K 5  A U S T R A L I A N
Y , ' N D O W  E .  A C S  P T Y  I T D

B : T N I  G L A S S  , \ U S T R A L  A N  \ /  N O O V /  G L / I S S  P I Y  L T D
R O O F  N C  M A T E R  A L s :  J A ( A E S  t s A R D I E  &  C C  P T Y  L i D
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bathroom and kiichen. The iurniture is mosi

modern. The bed in these fldts is f ltted with a

cabinet at each end and bookshelves on ihe

tabLe tops formed by these cabinets. There is

also or extrd matlress in the lower portion of

the bed. This can be drawn oui to make a guest

bed when desired,

A lounge and dinine room in one of the ]arger

flats ls i l lustrated. The {loor is parquei, wiih a

fLower pattern carpet over portion ol it. Walls

are papered in an oatmeal shade and ihe ceiling

is qulle plain as a foil for the l iqht f if l inq. The

minimum woodwork has been used. Skirtinss

are small and picture rails and architrave have

been omiited altosether.

The lounge suiie is green and bejqe and a

dropside table is provided for dinine. The side-

E  T h e  l o u n g e . d i n i n g  r o o m s  a r c  t a s t e { u l l v  { u r n i s h c d ' .  F I o o t s

i "  
" " , o r " t , ' . i r t '  

f l i * c r  p a  e - r  c a r p e k  a n d  c u r t a i l !  a n d

t " , " i "  
"  

r " '  h a r m o n i s e  * i r h  r h e  c o l o L r r  ! c h c m e '

boord is modern in design. Hediing is by an

electric lire.

The bedroom is carpeted on lhe porquet and

the suite is maple. The bathroom is ti led in

green and cream and the fltt inss are green

F]oor ti les are buff.

The kitchen is electricallv equipped with

range, refdgerdior and several smaller fiiiings

Bullt-in cupboards dre a feature and a breakfast

recess is also provided.

Cream wall tiles are used on the lower por'

tion ol the walis and above the pLain surlaces

are coloured off white. The table and Iixed sedis

in lhe breakfast recess dle crean, wilh a dark

skirting. The latter is coniinued around all fit

t inqs and is recessed under cupboards.

Cupboards are arranged wiih a vietr^/ to

minimisins work, and the black handles present

a neat appeardnce Windows are anple Ktt-

chens in the smaller flats are well equipped,

but wiihcui bredkfast recesses


